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Era il settembre. Riandava la gente
rumorosa alle strade. Il sole amava
il vino e l’operaio. I canti ardevano
fino alla notte fonda. 
	 Ma restava
attonito un fanciullo, ormai legato
—sotto il caldo fogliame di una sera—
al ridere innocente di un amico …

It was September. People walked
the noisy streets. The sun embraced
wine and worker. Songs burned
deep into the night. 
	 But a boy stood there,
stunned, bound for the moment
—under the warm evening leafage—
to his friend’s innocent laughter.

I

Come è bello seguirti
o giovine che ondeggi
calmo nella città notturna.
Se ti fermi in un angolo, lontano
io resterò, lontano
dalla tua pace, — o ardente
solitudine mia.

How beautiful it is to follow you
O young man with swaying hips
idly strolling through the city night.
If you should pause at the street corner,
I shall stop out of the way, — out of the way
of your peace, — O my ardent
solitude.

II

poems one and three translated by W.S. Di Piero
from This Strange Joy: Selected Poems of Sandro Penna
©1982 Ohio State University Press.

poem two translated by James Kirkup
from The European Gay Review, vol. 3
© 1988 Verlaine-Rimbaud (Publishers), London.

Era per la città quasi un comune
personaggio, sebbene assai gentile.
E tale fu nel tram. Lento rossore
appariva e spariva. Lentemente
fummo portati a una dolce deriva.
Moriva il giorno alla periferia.

Indi lo vidi con il suo segreto
di carne allontanarsi, personaggio
anonimo rientrare nell’amico
cielo dell’alba, a sera. Era il suo velo
fra le mie mani: il rossore di un rudere antico.

In the city he seemed an ordinary
sort of person, though very kind.
As he was in the streetcar. Slow blush
spreading and fading. Slowly
we drifted away together.
The day was dying on the city’s edge.

Then I saw him move away
with his secret of flesh, a nameless
figure walking back into the dawn’s
friendly sky, at evening. It was his veil
I held in my hands: the blush of an ancient ruin.

III

Three Poems of Sandro Penna was written between June 1991 and April 1992 for the  voice of 
Tom Bell, and it is dedicated to Ralph Cosio.  The present version, incorporating some very 
minor revisions, was prepared and digitally typeset by the composer in November 1999.
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